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Purpose
The Department of Information Technology has established this policy and reporting requirements as well as associated standards to ensure that all information and services on Connecticut State Government web sites are accessible to people with disabilities. 

Compliance with this policy will:
1. Ensure that web sites created by the State of Connecticut are developed to serve the largest possible audience 

2. Provide an added benefit to those users with text-based browsers, low-end processors, slow modem connections and/or no multi-media capabilities on their computer.  

Policy Statement
All Connecticut State Government web sites and applications accessed using a web browser will comply with section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. 794d), Subpart B -- Technical Standards, part § 1194.22 Web-based intranet and internet information and applications. The technical standards are located at:   http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Content&ID=12#Web
Agency Planning and Reporting Responsibilities

Planning: 

Agencies that are planning a new web site or redesign of an existing site must familiarize themselves with these standards and ensure that compliance with the standards is included in their design.

Implementation: 

Agencies must comply with Subpart A – General of the Section 508 standards when developing, procuring, purchasing and implementing web sites and web based applications.  Subpart A – General is located at:  http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Content&ID=12
Certification: Prior to implementation, site owners must request a site review from the State of Connecticut Web Site Accessibility Committee, and must be deemed to be in compliance with the standards. 
Scope

This policy applies to the following entities: any executive branch State of Connecticut agency, institution, office, department, commission, council or instrumentality that utilizes Internet web sites or web pages in the conduct of its business. This policy applies to any official State of Connecticut website, web application, and its associated pages which are developed by, or for, a State Agency.

This policy does not apply to public institutions of higher education, the judicial or legislative branches of the State of Connecticut, or any educational entity utilizing the Connecticut Education Network.

Definitions

State Agency: 
see scope above

Also see § 1194.4 Definitions at:  http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Content&ID=12#Definitions

